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Petition Number: P-06-1542

Petition title: Commit to Support Ysgol Gymraeg Llundain's future

Text of petition: The Welsh Government has announced that it will be
withdrawing its annual grant of £90,000 from March 2026. Without this funding
the school will be forced to close, dismantling the most effective tool for
promoting the Welsh language in London.

More information: This grant comes from the 'Welsh 2050’ strategy, which aims
to reach one million Welsh speakers by 2050. The Welsh Government has said
that this £90k will still be used to promote the language in London, but has not
provided details about how. It is clear that the best way to promote any
language is to educate the next generation of fluent speakers. The school is
recovering from the effects of covid, and is growing in numbers. Now is the time
to invest in its future, not to cut funding.

1. Background

Ysgol Gymraeg Llundain is an independent school for nursery and primary school
aged children, in Hanwell in the borough of Ealing, West London. The school
teaches through the medium of English and Welsh, with the aim that pupils
become fully bilingual by year 6.
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Although it is an independent school and therefore is not required to do so, Ysgol
Gymraeg Llundain teaches the Curriculum for Wales, including the four purposes

which include “which school do pupils attend after Year 6?". The answer provided
is “Some of our pupils move on to local schools in London; other families move
back to Wales where the pupils can continue with Welsh-medium education.”

This petition has been submitted by the chair of the school's governing body.

1.1. Ysgol Gymraeg Llundain’s financial model

Ysgol Gymraeg Llundain is a fee-charging school, whereby the cost is £4,374 per
year or £364.50 per month (as of 2024/25) for children aged 5 years and older!

the full fees and that it has a “small fund to assist with this”.

The petition states that the Welsh Government provides £90,000 annually to
Ysgol Gymraeg Llundain from the Cymraeg 2050 budget. An answer to a written
Welsh Language stated that since 2015, Ysgol Gymraeg Llundain has received
from the Welsh Government an annual grant of £90,000 per financial year. In
2022-23, it received a one-off additional payment of 4% of its annual grant,
totalling £3,600.

the Welsh Government has provided Ysgol Gymraeg Llundain with more than £12
million in grant funding.

2. The Welsh Government'’s position

The Cabinet Secretary’s letter (dated 18 December 2025) says the Welsh
Government has been considering “the fact that the number of pupils attending
the school has decreased” and that it is looking at what are “the most effective
ways of promoting the Welsh language in London”. It says this is as part of “grant

" For children under 5 years old, the ‘Nursery Education Grant' in England can pay for 15 hours
provision per week from the term after the child’s third birthday. Families may be entitled to up to
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Ysgol Gymraeg Llundain had around only 10 pupils on roll.

The Welsh Government agreed in June 2025 to provide funding until the end of
the 2025/26 academic year and have since invited the school to apply for funding
for a further three years. The Cabinet Secretary’s letter says this is to be considered
‘in the New Year".

2.1. Policies regarding Welsh Language Education

million Welsh speakers by 2050. The strategy must also set targets for increasing
the number of pupils attending ‘Primarily Welsh Language’ schools, and for
increasing the amount of Welsh language education provided in ‘Dual Language’
and ‘Primarily English Language, Partly Welsh’ schools.

The 2025 Act placed the Welsh Government's existing Cymraeg 2050 target (set
in 2017) on a statutory basis. The provisions in the 2025 Act relating to schools
apply to maintained schools in Wales only. It has been mentioned in this briefing
to give an indication of the Welsh Government's policies towards the Welsh
language, rather than being of direct relevance to this petition.

3. Welsh Parliament action

As discussed above, there have been oral questions in the Senedd on this subject:

. to the Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Welsh Language on 25 June
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Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in this briefing is
correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware that these briefings
are not necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent
changes.
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